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child then of some ten years old, Vas playing with his
young companions in one of the streets of Medeenah,
the Khalif Ma'aweyah passed by on horseback with
numerous attendants. ' Stand up out of the way of
the Commander of the Faithful/ said some one of the
riders to the boy. * Neither are you my father that I
should stand up to you for respect's sake, nor is the
road so narrow that I should stand up to you for
room's sake/ answered the child. Similar in character,
but more dignified, was the reply of 'Omar, second of
the Khalifs. Feeling thirsty during a conversation
prolonged till late into the night with 'Amroo, the con-
queror of Egypt, 'Omar rose from his feet, and, treading
on tiptoe, lest he should disturb the slumber of an
attendant, who, tired of watching, had, like the Lucius
of Shakespeare, fallen asleep on the floor, crossed the
room, quenched his thirst from a pitcher of water, and
returned softly to his place. ' Commander of the
Faithful, you might as well have awakened the servant
and let him bring it you/ remarked 'Amroo. c I got up,
and I was ;0mar; I rettirned, and I am 'Omar/
answered the Khalif.

This is the pride which, among Mahometan Arabs,
is enhanced, while veiled, by the modest title of the
'servant of G-od;' an affirmation which implies and
almost expresses the negation of any other service or
inferiority. Among the Pagans or Christians of the
race it dispenses with even this disguise. But the
defiant vaunts of a pre-Mahometan Ta'abbet-Shurran,
the self-laudatory lyrics of a sceptical Aboo-l-'Ola or
Mutenebbee, the devout exultations of innumerable
religious or ascetic poets, from the great Gheelanee
down to 'Abd-el-G-hanee En-Nabloosee, and the vigor-
ous, though imitative, war-notes of Nikola-el-Khooree,
Greek-Catholic priest of Aleppo, however they may
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